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Grants for Alumni Projects 
The Alumni Affairs Office at the US Department of State offers funding for alumni-initiated projects.  If you are an 
alumnus/ alumna of a US-Government sponsored program (e.g., International Visitors Program, Fulbright programs, the 
Democracy Small Grants Program, etc.) and you have a project in mind, you can use the form below to apply for an 
alumni grant.  Grants are awarded based on competition.  Please contact the US Embassy PD Office for application 
guidelines and detailed information on the process.  Please direct your questions to Cornelia Vlaicu, cultural assistant, at 
phone 021-200-3683, e-mail VlaicuC@state.gov 
Applications for Democracy Small Grants are accepted year round.  Please visit http://bucharest.usembassy.gov/
Embassy/Public_Diplomacy/IRC_DSGP.html for program guidelines. 
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State Alumni offers an exciting opportunity to continue your exchange program after 
you have returned home! The State Alumni website is dedicated to alumni of U.S. 
government-sponsored exchange and training programs, and to the people who 
hosted them in the U.S.  
 

State Alumni currently is open to: 
♦ Alumni worldwide; 
♦ Americans who participated in U.S.-funded exchange programs; 
♦ Americans who hosted U.S.-funded exchange participants.  
 

State Alumni asks that you register in order to log onto the Website so we can keep 
you and your fellow alumni in better contact. There are now over 14,700 registered 
users. State Alumni operates over a secure connection, to prevent the theft of per-
sonal information. 
 

The Website has three principal goals: 
 

1. Help alumni stay in touch with each other and create new contacts; 
2. Incorporate alumni of specific programs into the wider community of all alumni; 
3. Provide information and interactive features: 
♦ Calendar of upcoming alumni events 
♦ Job listings and career development information 
♦ Searchable database of alumni and U.S. host families who have registered at 

the site 
♦ Grant opportunity listings 
♦ Live online discussions 
♦ Discussion forum 
♦ Alumni news 
♦ Feedback form/online survey 
♦ Photo gallery 
♦ Optional Alumni ListServ 
♦ Research Database of Academic Journals 
 

At State Alumni the emphasis is on the users creating the content, so we encourage 
you to provide calendar listings, job announcements, grant opportunities, news and 
photos to the webmaster for posting. The State Alumni staff also always welcomes 
feedback from users in order to improve the site. 
 

You can join by visiting https://alumni.state.gov and following the link that says, “Join 
Now!” 
For more information, please contact State Alumni at webmaster@alumni.state.gov. 

 

VISIT: HTTPS://ALUMNI.STATE.GOV 
"When students get to know each other, they learn the universality of many values. 

That’s going to be important for peace in the world.”  
George W. Bush, President of the United States 

Published on an occasional basis 
by the U.S. Embassy, Bucharest 

Public Affairs Section 
10 Dumbrava Roşie St. 
Phone: 021-200-3650 

http://bucharest.usembassy.gov/ 
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Alumni Projects 
 
 
 
 

What Can Romanian Fulbright Alumni Do? 
by Marin Marian Bălaşa 

  
 

Fulbright alumni can make a difference… Theoretically.  Or virtually.  Practically, they can do few and small 
things, because this is how reality works. Usually, alumni keep their volunteering enthusiasm for just a limited amount of 
time (weeks, months), then it fades away – because the life’s conjectures and priorities take over. 

Colleagues come to our Romanian Fulbright Alumni Association always, I mean yearly, with the same “let’s do it” 
ideas, “why wouldn’t we” intentions, desires for serving, job searching tentative, and societal fitting. In the course of time 
they surpass the critical phase encountered on their return, and then their social soul succumbs in favor of individual needs 
and careers. However, those prime weeks and months after returning home are wonderful, and we need to celebrate them 
wholeheartedly. 

To all those volunteering to give ideas or advice I always reply with the phrase, “what we actually need is people, 
hardworking volunteers, persons really willing to embark on their own projects or visions and make their own dreams come 
true”. The RFA association can offer its logistic, formal/official backup, its network of supportive people, and push forward 
the implementation of group or individual plans for a better (be it micro- or mini-) world. 

According to the lessons learned and experience accumulated during past experience and events, the year 2006 
brought us the consolidation of two major projects we had before, and were experienced in a less systematic way. They 
both are centered on the key concepts of dissemination and innovation. 

Dissemination and innovation refer here to the policy of making accessible and familiar all sorts of ideas, themes, 
research outputs that are not yet implemented in the common knowledge of, on the one hand, our academic fellows, and, 
on the other hand, of the general public. 

Let me explain: 
In Romania, we all are part of academic systems that have more or less rigid, conventional or traditional curric-

ula. We all belong to more or less well-crystallized intellectual paradigms. Only that, once in the US, we the Fulbrighters 
have gathered new ideas, have discovered or invented new domains, theories, and challenges. These need dissemination. 
And this is why we succeeded now in launching a system for sharing this extra-curricular, non-conventional, “not-
necessary” knowledge. 

In this respect, we arranged for the possibility for individual lecturers to visit universities or institutions that are 
not their own, meet with students and colleagues specializing in specific or related subjects, and communicate with them 
on an innovative, challenging level. This also is the occasion to tell people about the Fulbright grant, and get them to notice 
how and what from what is discussed is a result of the American experience. 

The concepts of innovation and dissemination are also applied within the second major project we run, namely, 
the organizing of mini-symposia open to the general public. 

These gatherings are meant to be accessible, culture-based and culture-oriented, in which a group of 3-5 ex-
perts in various fields  converse and conduct roundtables devoted to topics of a large public interest. For the year to come 
we plan to open a series of public lectures, with special guest speakers, a series of lectures under the general title “What Is 
and What Isn’t the USA”.  Each meeting will be devoted to a different topic (politics, culture, society, etc.), will have media 
coverage, and we hope that every occasion will succeed in defeating prejudice, bringing a refined knowledge about the 
US, and helping the audience to handle a subtler way of thinking about USA, democracy, society, cultural production, con-
sumerism (and so many other aspects that can be illustrated with reference to the contemporary life in the US). 

With actions like this – for the time being – we hope to make more and more feasible and palpable the nice de-
sire for bringing more light, hope, enthusiasm and efficiency in the world around. 

Not to mention that those joining us on celebrating St Valentine, 4th July, and Thanksgiving “a la roumaine” can 
really see and feel that we contribute to the creation here of a friendlier, enjoyable, and smiling human space. 

 
Dr. Marin Marian Bălaşa is the President of the Romanian Fulbright Alumni Association 
www.fulbrightalumni.ong.ro 

 

Questions? Comments? Have an article you’d like to contribute? Have a project in mind? 
Write us at AlumniRomania@state.gov 
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“Our interaction with the world must be a conversation, not a monologue”. 
Condoleezza Rice, Secretary of State 

 

Care to learn 
by Roxana Marin 

 

As a teacher in Romania, one is often perplexed at and unequipped to deal with the challenges of education in a perenni-
ally reforming system, where things are improving rapidly, but, alas, not rapidly enough. 
I am a mid-career professional who, in the past 15 years, has been using teaching as a medium for human rights activism, 
anticorruption activism, organizing grassroots efforts aimed at making people more pro-active about issues that gnaw at 
Romania’s young democracy. 
I have learned much from my Peace Corps friends and colleagues along the years, and it is to them that I owe my intro-
duction to concepts such as pro-activism, grassroots campaigns, fund-raising – and my first steps into such activities, back 
in the early nineties. 
Participating in the Grassroots Democracy IVP Program in Jan-Feb 2006 provided me with immensely more of the under-
standing, skills and tools necessary to impact change more effectively at home, and ultimately to better help my peers help 
themselves. 
From the knowledge gathered from professional lobbyists and fund-raisers to the warm sharing occasioned by our times in 
host-families, no day, hour or minute was wasted in my re-education. My IVP experience offered me a unique chance to 
learn from my European, Asian and African colleagues, from our American hosts and welcoming parties everywhere. I 
actually thought to entitle my article ‘The re-education of Roxana Marin’ but ‘Care to Learn’ is more appropriate, you’ll see 
why in a minute. 
CARE is an acronym for Center for Action and Responsibility in Education, the center we set up at my school after I re-
turned from the States, with the financial support provided by an IVP Alumni grant.  
The youth are the future is a common saying in Romania. That means everyone’s future, including mine and yours. Educa-
tion is key to developing the attitudes and knowledge necessary for people to keep on an ascending evolution. Much of 
what makes the Romanian education system a very valuable one is the great amount of information or theoretical knowl-
edge teachers manage to pass on to their students. However, opportunities to develop practical skills or get involved in 
civic causes are not a forte of the system. Channeling young people’s enthusiasm and resources towards projects and 
activities of their own initiative is only an emerging trend in Romania.  
CARE is at the forefront of this movement. The Center was established as a result of the pull and strife of a core of stu-
dents and alumni, who help me coordinate it. For Romania, it is quite unique to have a friendly and well-equipped room for 
students to use to put into practice their initiatives. Right now their initiatives are a couple of public speaking clubs, a liter-
ary workshop, a forum theater group, an alumni club. These are weekly activities, and are held at the Center, with the help 
of alumni, Peace Corps friends, students, professional trainers. Initiatives keep pouring – we will soon have a Reading 
Society there and hopefully a Visual Arts Club. We also assist NGO’s recruit volunteers from our school, by organizing 
large group presentations of their programs and NGO fairs. In the first month of this academic year, our students enrolled 
on programs that provide animation to terminally-ill children, assistance for refugee children and street children, health and 
human rights education in schools from marginalized areas of Bucharest. The Center will go into the direction the kids will 
take it. Besides advising them (of which I don’t need to do a lot right now), my main role at the onset is to make sure they 
are given the independence and support they need to put their initiatives into practice.  
An important part of my youth work is guidance for involvement with international programs, helping young people find out 
what they are best suited for and what they want to pursue, and then identify the right program for them. Along the years 
we have had many students and teachers benefit from the opportunities offered by the public and private sectors. The 
Fulbright Commission ranks very high among seekers’ preferences for sources of information and support towards accom-
plishing their goals. We continue to learn of new opportunities all the time, luckily we live in a century and in a country with 
immense potential. 
Bridging cultures and distances is for young people nowadays as important and desirable as academic and career accom-
plishments. We cannot continue to preach learning in the glass bubble of one’s own culture, in oblivion or arrogance of the 
ties that unite us all. The lesson the world teaches me every day is that world peace is less a matter of IQs than a matter of 
caring. Learning is a global partnership, we all learn from each other, every day, place and person can provide a lesson. 
But nothing can be learned if we don’t CARE. 
 
Roxana Marin teaches at G. Cosbuc High School in Bucharest.  She also does extensive volunteer work for or-
ganizations that promote tolerance, minorities’ rights and inclusive education. 
Roxana Marin is an alumna of the International Visitors Leadership Program 

Alumni Projects 
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Questions? Comments? Have an article you’d like to contribute? Have a project in mind? 
Write us at AlumniRomania@state.gov 

Thus, School no. 1 from Independenţa, and Spiru Haret High School 
from Tecuci, Galaţi county are each the beneficiaries of a radio sta-
tion. The school board offered an office for the radio station, and the 
kids organized the first meeting with radio journalists, who gave them 
advice. During the summer holiday, the student-editors from the radio 
stations set up the program schedule and prepared shows, so that 
the official launch of the stations was very successful.  
LYRE edited within the News to Know project, the Junior media and 
News to Know magazines. The editors of this magazine were stu-
dents from all participating counties. The magazine was structured 

on a few main columns reflecting the teenagers’ aims nowadays, as the project 
addresses teenagers. The magazine was distributed in all the participating 
schools, as well as in other Romanian schools. 

Another priority of LYRE was to encourage kids to take part in radio and TV shows, to write to newspapers and 
magazines about their school activities, as well as about their interests.  

 The ones attending the “News to Know” project were invited to radio and TV studios, were taken interviews and 
went live on the radio, when they were contacted, but also by their own choice. The pupils took part in the shows hosted by 
the local radio and TV stations. Some of the actions were presented as top-news on the TV and Radio stations. 

The pupils were very interested in the project. Any civic initiative is embraced by the pupils, somehow hesitantly at 
the beginning, and then, very passionately. There were a few communications gaps, at the beginning, as the kids didn’t 
know much about media, and they didn’t have enough information regarding the events making the headlines those days. 
The enthusiasm came little by little, as kids stated the will, specific to their age, to know, to network with other people, to 
discover the backstage of the Romanian and international media, to cooperate with local and central press, to read and 
have access to more newspapers and magazines. 

Kids in the News to Know Project 
Singureni School, Giurgiu County 

News to Know kids live on Romanian TV 

News to Know kids, School 5, Sibiu News to Know kids Coresi School, Targoviste 

Democracy Small Grant Project Coordinators: Eugen Tomac & Diana Postica 
The League of Young Romanians from Everywhere 

Alumni about Programs 
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Alumni about Programs 

"People who participate in exchanges almost always say the same thing, ‘It forever changed my life’.”  
Dina Habib Powell, Assistant Secretary of State 

for Educational and Cultural Affairs 

I participated in the International Visitor Leadership Program on Social 
Issues for three wonderful weeks in 2006. It was an incredible experience 
for me, during those weeks I had the opportunity to meet a lot of interest-
ing people and also to visit and better understand the United States of 
America. 
I  visited five  charming cities Washington D.C., New York, San Francisco, 
Austin and Chicago. This program was my first visit to America, and now I 
can say that America really is the country in which all the dreams come 
true. 
  My main points of interest in this program were social issues 
and trafficking of human beings. In Washington I met experts in trafficking 
from various areas such as governmental side– Department of State, Soli-
darity Center, but also from non –governmental organizations. We had 
very good discussions, we talked about our expertise in this field and I 

think that all parties had a lot of new ideas and maybe even new points of view regarding trafficking of human beings. I  
also had the opportunity to visit and have some meetings at the Standford University and Berkeley, with interesting profes-
sors with whom we shared our experience in the field of social work. 

In Austin and Chicago I met with the members of the Task Force for Preventing and Combating Trafficking of  
Human Beings and we discussed about how we can prevent and decrease this phenomenon and we talked about good 
practices developed by our countries. 

The cultural part of the International Visitor Program was delightful: in Washington the Simthsonian  Museums, 
White House, in New York Moma Museum, Liberty Island, in San Francisco the Gloden Gate and Lake Tahoe are only a 
few examples from what we saw. The places and the people will remain in my heart all my life. 
 One of the most valuable part of this program was the opportunity of meeting people and staying in touch with 
them. One of the professors I met during my visit in Chicago came to Romania a month later, and this time I arranged the 
meetings at the University of Bucharest and at the Parliament. We have now a lot of projects that we want to start between 
our universities and also we‘ll sign a bilateral agreement. 
 As a result of my visit to the US, I started at the Faculty of 
Sociology and Social Work at the University of Bucharest a project 
with the help of the American Embassy at Bucharest. During three 
weeks the students will see a  informative documentary and a movie, 
that shows the world of trafficking through the eyes of victims and 
traffickers. After that we’ll organize a conference and workshops hav-
ing trafficking of human being as main subjects. 
 As a conclusion, my visit to America had and still has a 
large impact to my professional and personal life. I am now more 
confident in me, I got ideas from the different people I met there and 
now I have the courage to put them into practice. 
 

Raluca Bughea University of Bucharest, School of Sociology 
Alumna of International Visitor Leadership Program 2006 

Raluca Bughea (second from left) and Carmen 
Ionescu (right) with colleagues on US program 

Raluca Bughea (right) with colleagues in the US 

  

Outside One’s Culture 
by Cezar Ghioca 

 

 At one of the meetings for the International Students organized by the Department of Education at Kent State 
University, where I was affiliated during my Fulbright grant, I asked the chief coordinator this question: 
 Let’s assume that graduate and postgraduate studies are designed to prepare the individual to face the highest 
standards in their particular field of study within their own cultural environment. You are part of your culture and the more 
you understand and control its customs, mental habits, and particular ways of responding to different challenges, the more 
you can integrate and be competitive in that environment. 
 Under these circumstances, what is the use of conducting research and furthering your studies in a foreign coun-
try, where cultural patterns differ in comparison with the ones you are supposed to control to be in top at home? The mo-
ment I was trying to formulate the question, the answer started to configure in my own mind.  The role of education is not 

(Continued next page) 
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to lock you inside your own cultural background – the best way of understanding it, its ups and downs, is to detach yourself 
from it, to see it from the outside (to get outside the box!), to understand how besides being a product of your own environ-
ment, you can also became a factor of change. 
 I went to the United States to bring back home the theory and practice of that wonderful genuine product all the 
world cherishes under the name of the American Musical. Not only I am staging now masterpieces of this genre in Roma-
nia, but I am also involved in developing new original works based on that know-how, and I am teaching and writing about 
the whole American theatrical landscape. But through comparison, my understanding and relation with the contemporary 
Romanian theatre has grown deeper and richer. And if you might say that theatre is the mirror of the society it reflects and 
is produced by, I dare say that understanding - through experiencing - parts of America reflected by its theatre, I am now a 
much better equipped Romanian simple artist and citizen. 
 

Cezar Ghioca is lecturer at Bucharest University of Film and Theatre and alumnus of Fulbright research program; 
he also teaches American musical theatre at the American Studies Department of the University of Bucharest 

RACISM, XENOPHOBIA, ANTISEMITISM. EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS. 
THE HOLOCAUST 

A project funded through a Democracy Small Grant 
provided by the US Embassy, Bucharest 

by Gabriel Stan 
 

The program started on February 5, 2006, as the funding became available for the 
continuation of this teacher-training program designed for Romanian teachers of 
history and social science. 

Events and activities in February 2006: 
February 5: Program opening in the presence of: 
MP Aurel Vainer, President of the Jewish Community Federation in Romania 
Laurentiu Stroe, PhD candidate, teacher at V. Alecsandri High School, Bacău 
February 6: 

„The Bucharest Pogrom. People and Places”  
„Denying the Holocaust” - Lecturer: Assoc. Prof. Alexandru Florian, PhD 
February 7: 
„Israel Today. Nowadays Developments in the Peace Process in the Near East”  - Lecturer: HE Rodica RadianGordon, 
Ambassador of Israel to Bucharest; 
Cultural program: The Messengers of Hope bell orchestra, Piatra Neamt; soprano Gabriela Pepelea, professor at Piatra 
Neamt Conservatory of Music; trio (flute, violin, organ) Adrian and Lucreţia Stroici, professors of music and Sara Stroici, 
student, Piatra Neamt Arts High School; poetry reading: writer Daniel Chirileanu 
February 8: 
„Terrifying Testimonials.  Survivors of the Holocaust”; „The Forgotten Holocaust” - Lecturers: Liviu Beris, PhD and Oliver 
Lustig, PhD 
February 9: 
„Romanian-Israeli Cultural Interferences” - Lecturer: writer Calistrat Costin, President of the Romania-Israel Cultural 
Friendship Association, Bacău branch 
„Successful Educational Models” - Lecturer: teacher Cornelia Cucu, regional teacher-trainer 
„Integrated Education Module” - Lecturer: Mihaela Venera Cojocariu, PhD, Assoc. Prof. Bacău University 
The program continued with the second session in April 2006, with Prof. Liviu Rotman of the University of Tel Aviv as 
guest lecturer on „Roots of the Holocaust in Romania: Anti-semitic Tradition and Mentalities”, „The Anti-semitism of the 
Legion Movement.  Preparing the Final Solution”, „Major Moments of the Holocaust in Romania”, and „The Importance of 
Studying about the Holocaust in Romania”.  Writer Calistrat Costin spoke about „Christianity, Judaism, Humanism”.  The 
coordinator of the teacher-training program, Gabriel Stan, offered a lecture on 
„The Holocaust Tragedy in Images”.  The program ended in December 2006 with 
the final evaluation of the 56 participants by a committee of the Ministry of 
Education and Research. 
Gabriel Stan is a teacher of history and director of the Teacher-Training 
Center in Bacău.  This teacher-training program, accredited by the Ministry 
of Education, is the first in Romania to educate teachers to teach about the 
Holocaust as a historical phenomenon, and also about Jewish culture and 
democratic principles. 

9  

 

“The most important thing we can give the world’s children is the gift to lead most likely to future peace and prosperity.  
This is the gift of good education”. 

Laura Bush, First Lady of the United States  

66 schools from Vaslui, Vrancea, Galaţi, Tulcea, Sibiu, Alba, Cluj, Mara-
mureş, Călăraşi, Giurgiu, Dâmboviţa, Iaşi, Botoşani and Ialomiţa counties 
took part in the News to Know project. 
At the first meetings organized at the educational institutions, LYRE volun-
teers distributed newspapers, magazines, folders and brochures for study 
and discussion. LYRE encouraged students to do an exercise - to watch 
the news on three TV channels, to find the differences between the ap-
proaches of the same topic and to form an opinion on the event. Work 
materials were used in the subsequent discussions. Kids were asked to 
read the publications at home and then discuss the subjects that particu-
larly impressed them. Another part of the project consisted of meetings 
between students from participating schools and media representatives. 

Students had an opportunity to meet the “voices” they had heard, many times before, on the Radio.  
The contact with local media seemed to be efficient for the de-

velopment of a link between the educational institutions and press. For 
this purpose, we invited for each meeting representatives of the local 
media. In the participating schools, representatives of students’ and 
children’s magazines were invited in order to give advice on editing a 
magazine and to stimulate kids to have their own school newsletter.  

Because children believed that press is formed of stars or even 
actors, we decided that the presence of some personalities of the media 
was required. Fro his competence and charisma, and for his extraordi-
nary reputation, we invited the well-known journalist Emil Hurezeanu.  
He was the guest of kids from Şura Mare, Ocna Sibiului, Sibiu and Me-
diaş.  He told students a few things about how he became a journalist, 
why it is important for them, first of all, to read books and newspapers, as 
well as many other interesting things. Children of different schools asked 
him questions, one more interesting than the other, proving they usually watched the shows Emil Hurezeanu hosted. 

In every school we launched a contest -The Role of Media in a Democratic Society.  Children were asked to 
write an essay on this topic, in which to express their own opinion on the press and its role in today’s society.  Students 

were given a deadline to submit the essay, LYRE volunteers sent es-
says to a jury formed of professional journalists from the central press, 
who selected the winners of the contest.  All the students who had 
written an essay received  diplomas and books. The finalists, three 
from each participating school, were invited to attend the Journalism 
Camp on the Black Sea coast.  
Together with the project media partner, the History Journal, LYRE 
also launched the contest Press under Dictatorship. Students, 
guided by a questionnaire, interviewed a parent, grandparent, or a 
teacher, on how press was like in Romania before 1989, when our 
country was under the commu-
nist dictatorship. Based on the 
answers collected, kids wrote 

an essay, comparing that period with 
the present, with respect to the free-

dom of speech. The winners of the contest will be awarded a free subscription to 
the History Journal for one year and the best essays will be published in the 
magazine. 

LYRE set a goal to establish several press offices in schools. With this 
purpose in mind, we instructed the pupils from the schools that took part also in 
last year’s project, on how to establish a school’s press office and on how to 
maintain a permanent connection with the local media’s representatives. 

The schools that showed the highest interest towards the values of the 
media asked for our support, in order to establish a radio station at school.  

 

Alumni about Programs 

Kids in the News to Know Project 
Craciunelu de Sus School, Alba County 

Kids in the News to Know Project 
Fundulea School, Calarasi County 

Kids in the News to Know Project 
Independenta School, Galati County 

Kids in the News to Know Project 
Muntenii de Jos School, Vaslui 
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Through this program, several meetings and debates have already 
been organized in October, such as the one on “American Philoso-
phy and Modern Democracy”, moderated by Adrian-Paul Iliescu, 
and the one on “Contemporary Philosophy at Babes-Bolyai Univer-
sity. Opportunities and Perspectives”. Next on the project agenda 
are the three debates on the topic “Philosophy and Education”, on 
the occasion of the International Day of Philosophy. Three experts 
were invited, both recognized philosophers and key decision mak-
ers in the academic structures of three main university cities – 
Mircea Dumitru (University of Bucharest), Teodor Dima (University 
of Iasi) and Ioan Biris (University of Timisoara). The following is-
sues are going to be debated: the role of philosophy in developing 
critical thinking, in contributing to the education towards an open, 
knowledge-based society, as well as the regaining the place of 
philosophy in the educational system. Then, in the following 
months, other debates are going to be proposed, on related is-
sues, benefiting from the presence of moderators such as Ciprian 
Mihali and Aurel Codoban, both from the University of Cluj. 
 So far, during the activities of SACRI, I noticed the inter-
est of high school students for philosophy in general and for phi-
losophical debates in particular. This interest for philosophical de-
bates must be used for promoting the ideas of freedom, justice and 
human rights. One important lesson I learned in US, as participant 
in the Fulbright Summer Institute at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara, was that theorizing about significant philosophical and/or religious ideas such as those of freedom, dia-
logue, respect for the others, tolerance and recognition must be doubled and reinforced through practical activities in the 
civil society. I believe this is a lesson that deserves to be shared with all those interested on the occasion of events such 
as the week of international education, and I am grateful for the opportunity of implementing it through a successful pro-
gram. 
 
Sandu Frunza, PhD, is a professor of philosophy at Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 
Dr. Frunza is alumnus of a Fulbright Summer Institute on religious pluralism in the US 

“News to Know” Project: A New Step to Education 
by Eugen Tomac 

 

In order to diminish the lack of information about freedom of the 
press among Romanian young people, League of Young Romanians from 
Everywhere (LYRE) initiated the project “News to Know: introducing de-
mocratic media to schools in Romania” for pupils attending grades 6 to 8. 

This project will also en-
courage them to watch TV 
programs, to listen to radio 
news and to establish their 
own school magazine.    
The right to be informed is a 
fundamental human right, 
especially when it concerns chil-
dren. Children need to be well 
informed from an early age and need to build a familiarity with the press: in 
the beginning with school magazines and afterwards with daily and monthly 
newspapers. Children need the mass media support in order to define their 

own personality and ideas about our contemporary society. Children need to be 
well educated and supervised because they are the future and it is our duty to 
guide them on the right path. 

(Continued next page) 

National conference 
of high school students - journalists 

The summer camp for 
high school students - journalists 
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Alumni about Programs 
National Parliamentary Transparency Initiative: An Instrument for Participatory Education 

by Alexandru Cumpănaşu 
 

 Education is the most important and sustainable instrument to shape the future of human kind.  
Education is the tool to shape the minds and visions of the leaders and decision makers around the 
world, meant to shape and influence the life and thoughts of each of us.  Such decision makers are: 

politicians (MPs), civil society leaders (NGO leaders, academia, labor unions, media, etc.) and business leaders. 
The premise of the project implemented by Association for Implementing Democracy (AID Romania) in 2004-2006 
through a Democracy Small Grant is that without educating all these community leaders on coordinating efforts for serv-
ing their community, it will be impossible to support and enhance the economic or social development. 
Starting from there, AID Romania has managed, to educate the MPs on how to work for their local communities 
(constituencies) and, on the other hand, to educate the representatives of the civil society, local governments and busi-
ness community on how to interact and work with their elected MPs. 
AID Romania has based this process on a constructive and productive approach, by stimulating the dialogue and coop-
eration between the MPs and the other local stakeholders. We really believe in the role of the MP to effectively represent 
the people in the Parliament and therefore we found it extremely important to stimulate the interaction between MPs and 
their constituencies. 
 

 
In order to achieve our goals AID built up 15 POLICY ACTION GROUPS (PAGs) in 15 (out of 41) local constituencies of 
Romania, which include as members all MPs in each local constituency, local government, civil society, media and busi-
ness leaders.  The Policy Action Groups have been a mechanism through which a constant and constructive dialogue 
between all the participants has been stimulated. The 15 PAGs produced, at the end of each meeting, 15 “Local MP’s 
Agendas”, creating for the first time in Romania agendas for the MPs with regard to their constituency. As a follow-up of 
each PAG meeting, AID Romania is also producing a report of the activity of each MP, containing information on their 
activity to support the local constituency.  AID Romania has managed to create a practice of consultation between the 
MPs and the local stakeholders and stimulated and enhanced the capacity of local civil society to monitor and report on 
the activity of their elected representatives in the Parliament. 
The 15 Policy Action Groups enjoyed participation of 92 representatives of the Parliament, 105 representatives of the 
mass media and 78 representatives of the NGOs and business organizations. 
We found from the implementation of the project that there is a lack of accountability of the Romanian MPs towards their 
constituency, as most of the participants to the PAG meeting declared they had never met most of the MPs at least once 
and did not know who their MPs were before the AID initiative. 
The PAG meetings were conducted in places where, for the first time, the local civil society representatives could inter-
act and question the MPs regarding their activity and further plans for the development of their community.  Relevant for 
the activity of both categories of stakeholders are the articles published by the media participating to the PAG meetings. 
Most of the articles were critical towards the lack of knowledge and interest of the MPs towards their constituencies, 
considering the initiative to bring them “close to the people” as excellent and innovative. 
Through our project, the relation between MPs and their constituencies has improved significantly and the need for such 
dialogue and mutual education is still a priority for ensuring an irreversible process of the political and parliamentary 
reform in Romania.  
 

Alexandru Cumpănaşu is the Executive Director, AID Romania, Alumnus of Democracy Small Grants Program 

PAG Meeting in Arges County: 
February 9, 2006  

PAG Meeting in Brasov County: 

December 16, 2005 
PAG Meeting in Olt County: 

February 24, 2006 

"Education is a shared value among all our nations.  And it is the key to progress and development - the development of a 
region, a nation and an individual life.”  

Margaret Spellings, Secretary of Education 
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Questions? Comments? Have an article you’d like to contribute? Have a project in mind? 
Write us at AlumniRomania@state.gov 

The IDEA International Youth Forum, Romania, 2006 
by Lidia Stoichici & Marina Haidaev 

The beginning of the 21st century has brought a significant development of the 
process of worldwide globalization. Its milestones are communication, coopera-
tion and understanding among free nations and cultures, as well as increased 
competitiveness in a global economy.  In such a context, international coopera-
tion in formal and non-formal education becomes vital for training skilled, open 
minded, pro-active and tolerant new generations.  Romania is a highly committed 
partner in this process and uses every opportunity to prove its international voca-
tion and bring its creative contribution to youth education and to communication 
across the borders. 
In avant-premiere to the 2006 International Education Week and closely connected 
to its generous theme, Romania hosted between July 23rd and August 5th, 2006, 
the 12th Edition of the International IDEA Youth Forum. This is the most important 
annual international event in the field of non-formal youth education through de-
bate. 

The Forum took place in Predeal and it was organized and monitored by the Romanian Association of Debate, Oratory and 
Rhetoric (ARDOR).  The International Debate Education Association was the main funding provider for this project. Given 
the great importance and impact of the project on youth education, on the development of international cooperation 

through communication, on the worldwide promotion of the principles of a tolerant, 
open and democratic society, the Forum benefited of the support of many other part-
ners and donors, such as: the high patronage of the Romanian Ministry of European 
Integration; the Public Diplomacy Office of the US Embassy in Bucharest; the Roma-
nian National Youth Authority, as well as important Romanian and international com-
panies.  

The Forum was promoted by the media partners of ARDOR: the Romanian National 
Television TVR, as well as radio broadcasts, newspapers and youth magazines. 

The project aimed to enable socializing and exchange of ideas amongst teenagers 
from various countries and continents, with a great variety of political, socio-
economic and cultural/religious background, through free discussions and debates 
on two topics of high relevance for the international progress of democracy: 
“Children’s Rights” and “Environment Protection”. 180 teen-agers from 31 coun-
tries from the five continents, including a large delegation from the U.S., partici-
pated in the educational and cultural activities organized during the Forum. The 70 
teachers, trainers and coaches, and debate experts from the participant countries 
have trained and monitored the youth along the Forum, sharing with them their 
knowledge and professional expertise. The activities at the Forum were extremely 

diverse and they had a high educational impact.  23 training sessions and workshops were held. Well known trainers from 
the IDEA network guided the teenager participants through activities that allowed them to know and understand each other 
better, to tolerate the cultural, racial, religious differences, to work in teams with people coming from various political, so-
cial-economic, cultural and religious backgrounds.  The workshops were meant, on one hand, to improve the participants’ 
debate knowledge and skills. On the other hand, they offered the youth the opportunity to understand correctly the terms 
and notions and to enrich their knowledge related to the two main topics of the Forum. They developed cases on resolu-
tions that had been debated within the two KP debate competitions of the Forum: the International Debate Tournament by 
Nations and the International Debate Tournament by Mixed Teams.  The International Debate Tournament by Nations was 
focused on “Children’s Rights” and the competitors debated on resolutions such as: children should gain additional protec-
tion in the armed conflicts; sexual exploitation of children should come to an end; child labor should be prosecuted world-
wide; advertising aimed at children should be restricted.  The theme of the International Debate Tournament by Mixed 
Teams was “Protection of Environment” –  the world’s fresh water resources should be considered as common property.  

A highly educational and productive Youth Media Training was held during the Forum, which was a development of the 
pilot project organized for the SEEYLI Program Alumni in Kosovo, in March 2006. (Continued next page) 
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New Challenges for Philosophy and Education 
by Sandu Frunza 

 

 The Week of International Education is an event that needs to be celebrated especially due to the chances it 
creates on the globe. One important aspect of people education is the one related to humanities, which are crucial for 
building one’s character, for cultivating critical thinking, and for opening one’s capacity for dialogue. Among humanist disci-
plines, one of the most formative is philosophy. Its close relations with democracy have been known and stated ever since 
the time of Plato and Aristotle. 

  
Nowadays in Romania, philosophy is facing an undeserved recoil, 
because for several years philosophy was eliminated from the mandatory curricula in high schools, except for the humani-
ties studies. Thus, the other students were left without a subject that lays the basis for critical thinking, and the premises 
for democratic dialogue.  They may become unresponsive to logical reasons, and are easy to be recruited by extremist, 
fundamentalist, nationalist and other partisan ideologies. I believe that a philosophical perspective is a good way for stu-
dents to avoid the dangers of intolerant and undemocratic discourses and to combat discrimination. 
 Last fall, the American Cultural Center in Bucharest and the US Department of State accepted to support an 
alumni pilot project called The Role of Philosophy in Changing the Mentalities and the Democratization of the Public 
Sphere, a project organized by the Academic Society for the Research of Religions and Ideologies (SACRI). What is basi-
cally aimed through this program is promoting the ideas of freedom, justice, human rights among university and high 
school students; organizing debates, moderated by experts, with students; and the publication of the results of the debates 
on a website. The main beneficiaries of this program are university and high school students and teachers, but other cate-
gories and the general public as well. In a moment like this, when local decision makers seem unaware of the risks of de-
priving young students from a major educational discipline such as philosophy, the opportunity of organizing such a pro-
gram and the support provided by these institutions are extremely encouraging. (Continued next page) 
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The project contributed to the promotion of several important values amongst the youngsters from all over the world: de-
mocracy, tolerance, friendship, international cooperation through communication, acknowledgement of children’s rights, 
environment protection.  It also contributed to the development of the non-formal education through debate and to 
strengthening the international debate community. The most relevant example of success of this program is that, after the 
first 2 or 3 days of “ice-breaking”, the 250 participants became a big international, English speaking family, irrespective of 
their nationality, race, cultural and religious background, political regime, social – economic level of development of their 
countries of origin.  They demonstrated that communication is the best method to bring peace, understanding and toler-
ance amongst the nations of the world. 
Lidia Stoichici and Marina Haidaev of ARDOR Romania have worked extensively with the US Embassy.  Their or-
ganization successfully coordinated the Southeast Europe Youth Leadership Institute (SEEYLI) for several years, 
a program under which many Romanian students were taught to promote democratic principles through debate 
and community service projects; best students attended summer schools in the US where they met colleagues 
from all over the world. 
ARDOR also conducted a Democracy Small Grant project for high school students - Romanian Youth vs. Corrup-
tion 

“ The focus which I found [as an international student] never failed me.  Perhaps it was that experience that set me on the 
road to where I am now”. 

Kofi Annan, SecretaryGeneral of the UN  

Dr. Sandu Frunza and his students and 
colleagues participating in the program 


